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Sustainable Tourism:

ÂFocuses on our places, 

people, and history 

ÂCreates new economic 

opportunities by treating 

our landscape as an 

invaluable asset

ÂDepends on community 

partnership projects 

ÂEnables communities, 

not dictate solutions



Heritage Assets: 

using our historic landscapes not only as identity 

markers of who we are, but also as tools for a re-

energized community.  We have world-class 

resources in the Smokies.

Heritage Assets as Community Building Blocks



Our People As Assets: Partnerships Are Key

Â Create a covenant between people 

and places to define a region

Â Our sense of place and sense of 

identity are among our strongest 

selling points 

Â A renewed commitment from all sorts 

of groups and residents to create an 

environment and maintain an attitude 

where sustainable tourism can thrive 

Â Reinforce local strengths and 

potential between public and private 

partners



The Best Partnerships Are Reciprocal

Â A dynamic relationship 

grounded in basic shared 

commitments and 

responsibilities. 

Â Partners work toward shared 

goals based on mutual 

interest and agreement. 

Â Community projects as 

vehicles for reciprocity.

Â Shared Goals, Shared 

Resources, and Shared 

Responsibility Equal Long-

Term Success.



Â Quality change through greater respect for history and the 

landscape 

Â Businesses and communities work together to manage and 

use heritage and cultural assets

Â Sustainable foundation for economic growth

Reciprocity Empowers Sustainable Tourism


