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Uniting Culture, Nature, 

Preservation, and Economics:

The Geotourism Strategy

What next?
Ideas for the 

Great Smokies
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geotourism

Tourism that sustains or enhancesthe geographical 

character of a placeð

its environment, 

culture, 

aesthetics, 

heritage, 

and the well-being of its residents.
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DESTINATION TOURISM STYLES 
DIFFER IN RELATION TO PLACE

Touring R & R Entertainment



Center for 

Sustainable Destinations

Touring -style tourism

Relies on human and physical character of place.

ACTIVITIES
Å sightseeing
Å history
Å nature
Å scenery
Å hiking / Nordic  skiing
Å local shopping
Å typical cuisine
Å photography
Å culture & festivals
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Touring -style tourism

Relies on human and physical character of place.

ACTIVITIES

Å sightseeing

Å history

Å nature

Å scenery

Å hiking / Nordic  skiing

Å local shopping

Å typical cuisine

Å photography

Å culture & festivals

CHARACTERISTICS

ÅDiffuse impact 

ÅSupports small businesses

ÅRequires protecting nature 

and heritage

ÅNeeds architecture, 

landscapes, culture unique to 

the locale.
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R & R tourism  
Depends only on physical character of place.

ACTIVITIES

Å coastal resorts

Å golf

Å downhill skiing

Å water sports

Å vacation homes
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R & R tourism  
Depends only on physical character of place.

ACTIVITIES

Å coastal resorts

Å golf

Å downhill skiing

Å water sports

Å vacation homes

CHARACTERISTICS

Å Risk of sprawl

Å Environmental impacts

Å Opportunity for architecture, 

landscaping, cuisine, day tours, 

that suit the locale.
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Entertainment -style tourism 
Manufactured attractions do not depend on 
character of place.

ACTIVITIES

Å theme parks

Å outlet malls

Å amusement parks 

Å convention centers

Å sports arenas 

Å casinos
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Entertainment -style tourism 
Manufactured attractions that do not depend 
on character of place.

ACTIVITIES

Å theme parks

Å outlet malls

Å amusement parks 

Å convention centers

Å sports arenas 

Å casinos

CHARACTERISTICS

ÅChanges nature of locale;

high impact.

ÅHigh employment generator.

ÅMass tourism; high traffic.

ÅShould be sited with care.
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DESTINATION STYLE DRIFT . . . 

if development unchecked, unguided 

Touring R & R Entertain -
ment

Unspoiled

destination

SPOILED ?
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NatGeo Destination 

Stewardship surveys
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